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.No Matter Who Is Hurt.

the honest-man who is Governor
York and the honest man who is
ent of the United States discern
rather than injury to Republican
8 in this State in a relentless over-
of the Grocery, why should any
‘honest Republican hesitate?
The fears and desires and theories of
cal expediency entertained by the
are negligible,
. The appreéhensions of the members
| of the old crackers and chesse crowd
Hkely to be inculpated should serve as

tion

and fearless exposure, not as a

ent.
Nobody w ill be hurt but the rascals.

- i

Administration.

~ There is no special need of dissecting
#ny of the indirect and more or less
bgenious projects for nullifying by
tutive action or inaction the plain
ment of the Federal corporation
8% law that the filed statement of a cor-
n's business shall be put on public
4on when the assessment is made.,
hall not even pause to express our
ration of the latest expedient of
on, based on the absence of a
pific appropriation and explained in
y's newspapers in the published
of the President and the acting
y of the Treasury.
Possibly the case would be in better
for the Supreme Court if there
#ré maintained in administrative quar-
an attitude of unwavering deter-
‘ “to-enforce to the uttermost
of oppression and inequity the
feature of the law, This fea-
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e o
th.inc_ than«even the revenue

from the coryioration tax.

pIL ¥

! y.held unconstitutional by
rt's decision rests with Congreas,
with the Exacutive,

10 by Mr. CouDREY of Missouri,
d H. R. 17,504:

returns from the nrst day of March, 1
8 Arst day of May, 1910, and the frst day of
L B each year thereafier.

FU%2 "That srticle six of the corporation tax

18 Bereby repealed and the following subst

-

. On Monday last a bill was introduced

ork repealing the entire sixth para-
graph, which Mr. Couprey's bill pro-
Poses to repeal, 8o far as it requires that
the returiis when filed shall be public
and shall be open to anybody’s
on.

Of course the enactment of either Mr,
SOUTRWICK'S bill or the second section
‘of Mr. Counrey's bill would dispose at
onod of the odious requirement which
giving the Executive so much con-
g atpresént. On the other hand, the
_ discussion of the general merits of the
¥y provision might be a0 pro-
& as to defeat the measure of relief

nOw most urgently needed. It seems

o to attend first to the matter
"OF the extension of time for making the
returns, . - .
It Congress deems it proper to prevent
"Injustice to the corporations and at the
same time to extricate the Executive
. from serious embarrassment the way is
~ easy.

:  let the Committee on Ways and
Means report Mr. CoupreY's bill favor-
. ably as to its first section. If a longer
. extension than two months is needed
. to overlap the probable date of the
. Bupréme Court's decision of the test
. Ohses, lot the period be ex to three
. months or six months, for the year 1910
~only. V/ith these amendments let the
- House pass the Coudrey bill promptly.

g‘,w is little doubt of the prompt ac-
W of the Senate,
Az when it geta to the White House,

.~will not the President reach forth his
. fist with eagernesa for a pen wherewith
to sign the postponing amendment?

The Corporation Tax and Realty
Companies,

The promoters of the Federal corpo-
tax do not seem to have informed

fully concerning the funda-
differences in organization be-
B the various classes of 2
. Ab & consequence one o the
Bumerous and important of these

7
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is in the hands of the Committee | South Bend, Ind., is novel.
ays and Means a bill introduced on | tion has been made on his behalf for a
| pension of $100 a month on the ground |

T S ——

ties for noncompliance an unintended
and ruinous surplus tax.

In this borough alone there are 5,000
active real estate corporations. Under
the provisions of the laws of New York

) ' State vorporations are required to issue

their capital stock at par and for value
received, either in property or in cash,

___""be capital stock of real estate com-

panies, therefore, legitimately covers
the equity only, and not the full value
property held in fee simple. As a

6 00/ ryle from 60 to 70 per cent. of the full

value is carried on mortgage, the re-

“‘mnining 30 to 40 per cent. representing | competent medical -men, if only for

the equity against which capital stock

g |
All checks, money orders. &c.. to be made pay- | 18 issued. Hence real estate corpora- |

tions, unlike mercantile corporations,
normally maintain an indebtedness far

~_Assoclation At 170 Nassau street, in the Borough of | I €Xcess of their capital stock. The

Federal tax, however, provides that in
ascertaining the net taxable income of
corporations interest on indebtedness
may be deducted only to the extent that

o8 0Mce. EMngham House, 1 Arundelstreet, | the indebtedness does not exceed the
The daily and Sunday Sux are on sale In | capital stock.

In other words, if the
capital stock is $100,000 interest may be
deducted on $100,000 of debt, but not on
any debt bevond that sum.

To amplify the illustration, assume
that a corporation capitalized at $100,-
000 holds title to a piece of realty
worth $350000. The property would
carry a mortgage of $250,000 at.5 per

wish o have rejected urticies returned | cent., entailing a vearly interest pay-

ment of $12,500. The Federal tax per-
mits a deduction from the gross income
of not more than $5,000 for interest, and
the corporation is taxed on the remain-
ing $7,500, which it does not own; all
because (ongress did not take the
trouble to learn that whereas in the
case of ordinary corporations credit is
based mainly on the security repre-
sented by the capithl, in the case of
realty corporations it is based chiefly
on the market value of the property
controlled by deed of ownership re-
gardless of the capital.

Plural Voting In Great Britain.

A measure which British Radicals are
pressing upon their leaders for enact-
ment in the new Parliament is the
prevention of plural voting,
voting bill was introduced and dropped
in the late Parliament. A Conservative

h the Immediate Rellef of the |member, Mr. F. I\. SmiTH, K. C., then

eatimated that at an ordinary election
400,000 plural votes were cast,

In the recent campaign this number
was doubtless increased to 500,000 at
least, owing partly to the extraordinary
interest and animation of the electorate,
partly to the use of automobiles, which
in some instances made the casting of
a second or third vote by the same indi-
vidual possible where in earlier days it
was physically impossible, and in many
cases facilitated the action. No reason-
able estimate places the Liberal share of
the plural vote, which is simply a prop-
erty qualification, at higher than a quar-
ter, so that it is doubtless true that
the Liberals must secure a majority of
300,000 votes or more before they even

!begin to build up the surplus which

actually counts in the final figures,

In these circumstances the Radical
agitation for the stoppage of this pecu-
liarity of the British electoral aystem is
it could be effected
without raising awkward questions about
the overrepresentation of the *“Celtic

safeguarding of property ‘rights | [ringe,” to which the party owes some
an lnjurynw‘hich 'maf:'ebe “"‘:Dl- | thanks in these days, there is little doubt

if the sixth article is enforced and | that it would “go through.”

A Soldler of Sclence.

The case of JOHN R. KISSENGER of
Applica-

\ ! that he offered himself as a subject for
"B & emacted. &c.. TPt articie three of the | Yellow fever experiment in Havana

|
|
I

fon tax law be amended In such form as | ten vears or so ago and ‘that he has
#xtend the Wme allowed for fling schedules | never recovered his health.

It ap-

910, to | pears that the doctors were entirely
| successful in inoculating him with the

disease through the medium of in-
fected mosquitoes. The record shows,

#9084 In Hew thereor \When the assessment shaii | NOWEVer. that they could not cure him
b8 tade, as provided in this section, the returns, I of the after effects. KISSENGFR has
] with any corrections (hereof which may | Peen in bad health ever gince, and now
BAvE been made by the Commissioner, shall be applies, it seems to us with perfect pro-
filed 18 the ofMce of the Commissioner of Internal priety, for a pension sufficient to main-

tain him in ordinary comfort,
What will attract the attention of all

Répresentative S8OUTHWICK of New'the “old timers” is the circumstance | logued in the list, but we assume that

that KiSSENGER, having congracted a
genuine case of vellow fever, did not
get well alterward; and this is not the
history of yellow fever cases contracted
naturally, According to the experience
and observation of those who have seen
yellow fever epidemics during the last
forty years the patient who recovers—
and according to the treatment and the
nursing a very large ma jority of patients
do recover—finds himself in perfect
health and quite exempt from the com-
plications and the “flarebacks” that
wait on other serious maladies. In
Panama, Vera ('ruz, Havana, Rio and
other places once known as the habi-
tats of vellow fever the disease so far
as concerns the natives is a sickness of
children. These have it in their in-
fancy, like mumps and measles, and
only in the rarest cases are native
adults included in its ravages. So it is
chiefly in this country that yvellow fever
can be studied in its relations to all ages
and conditions, and the inference hith-
erto deduced from the inquiry is to the
effect that yellow fever is a disease of
singular and straightforward frankness.
You are attacked, you undergo a sus-
tained paroxysm of five days duration,
and at the end of that time, or perhaps
before, you are either dead or in a fair
way of recovery to perfect health.
There are no afterclaps, no harassing
and stubborn complications. It is a
square fight, and you die or you get
entirely well. Buch is the history of
yellow fever in New Orleans and other
Southern cities, where the disease has
always been exotio, but in years long
past very prevalent indeed; and the

A plural ’
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communicatéd by infocted mosquitoes,
and being quite convinced, however the
orviginal case of yellow fever may have
arisen, that no future visitations of the
malady are possible save through that
| particular medium, will now cease the
contrivance of ways to produce vellow
fever and devote their talents to its
prevention and cure. Neverthe:wss
| this apparent difference in character
| between a disease artificially propa-
i gated and the same disease aocquired in
the ordinary course is peculiarly inter-
esting, and it ought to be Jooked into by

'
my Cougresslonal distriol, on (hat stretoh of the

river from Jefferson City to Gasconade City.
Improvements there have stood for ffteen years

as an object lesson of what can be done by im- |

proving this siream, which the chairman calls
An alluvial stream; and If that systom were pur-
sued 1 will venture the oplnion that the Missourd
River would be navigeble and have a great deal
of commerce on i1. | say that the money Is well

| spent if never a passenger or a pound of frelght

goes up or down the river.
raliroad rates.”

It fixes railroad rates; what an old and
well beloved phrase! No doubt Mr.
CLARK will wave it to the passionate

[Applause.) It Azes

| academic purposes. i
Meanwhile Mr. KisSENGER of South

| Bend ought to have that pension if the

waving of Chautauqua's handkerchiefs
next summer. Meanwhile go with him
to the county where he should have been
born, where he must have been born,

(facts are as given. It is clear that he
sacrificed himsell in the interests of
science, and naturally science— meaning
in this case the Government—is bound
to take care of him.

Austria and Russia.

The purpose of Count ABHRENTHAL'S
visit to St. Petersburg and the naiure of
the agreement that has been reached
between Austria-Hungary.and Russia
are matters of considerable conjecture
and of peculiar interest at this time on
account of their bearing upon the peace
of Europe. Negotiations for a better
understanding between these two, the
Powers that would be most immediately
affected by troubles in the near East,
have been in progress for some time,
and the feeling is that if the Powers are
determined upon peace they will attain
their object. '

Germany has naturally been ex-
tremely suspicious regarding the whole
matter, and the press has expended
considerable space in trving to discover
who is at the bottom of it all. Austria
has been accusexd of gross ingratitude by
some writers in view of the assistance
that Germany furnished her in her plans
of southern extension, and by others the
blame is put upon Count AEHRENTHAL,
and he has been severely attacked,

The misunderstanding between Rus-
sia and Austria-Hungary grew out of the
latter's annexation of Bosnia-Herzego-
vina, the rapprochement with Bulgaria,
Iwhereby a barrier was introduced
| against the advance of Muscovite influ-
rence in the peninsula, and the political
suppression of Servia. These were all
acts calculated to wound the pride of
the Russian people, but they were power-
less and had to content themselves with
mere diplomatic protest by their Gov-

|

no matter what bis biographers say :

" Why, In the little town of Hermann, in Gas-
conade county, on the south bank of the Missouri
River, which has about 1,800 or 2,000 people in i,
they made last year 2,000,000 gallions of wine,
which bad to be shipped elsewhere.

“ Mr. BoOWMER- They drank il. |[Laughter.]

“ Mr. CLARK- No: they did not drink it. [Re-
Bewed laughter.] They drank their part, ne
doudt. The little ity of Washingion, on the
south bank of the Missouri River, furnishes a very
large commerce. All the cob pipes used by the
clvilized world are made there. It Is & very large
Industry

As to the wine of Hermann, our affec-
tion for Mr. BRYAN, now going Dry, for-
bids us to speak. But for the Missouri
corncob, if it be the genuine corncob,
whereon brave and saving men have
been known to breakfast, hymns of
thanksgiving should be sung. To a
district that gives the world corncob
pipes and CHAMP CLARK perhaps a
grateful country ought to pay higher
tribute. Shall we not live to see the
day when ocean steamers pursue their
ma jestio way to Washington, Gasconade
county, Mo., there to load up with corn-
cob pipes and “souvenirs” of CHAMP
CLARK, “our next Speaker” and “our
next President”?

When former Judge ANDERsSON 8. Rop-
DENBERRY appears in the House of Repre-
sentatives to take the oath as suocessor
to the late James MaraEws GRrIGos of
the Second Georgia district there will be
no demonstration by the Demoorats, as
there was when Mr. C. C. DICKINSON ap-
peared in the House the other day as the
hero of a glorious triumph of numbers in
Missouri. The Second Georgia is one of
those Southern districts in which all the
votes are cast by Democrats.

The chase in Europe is so often a battue
with the royal photographers in attend-

ernment. A decided coolness arose be- |
tween the two rulers that resulted in the |
breaking of plans for visita and the
studied avoidance of Austrian territory
by the Czar in his visit to the King of
Italy. Another result was the attack in
Russia upon Count AEHRENTHAL, who
while Ambassador to the Russian court
had been influential and popular.
‘ To imagine that ‘the normal diplo-
‘mntic relations between the two coun-
tries can be restored instantly is exs
lpeming too much after the extent and
intensity of the feeling that existed for
!more than a year; but it is well known
{that the aged Fraxcis Joserm has |
Iwnrkod hard for friendlier relations, and |
! his wishes in this regard have been sec-
|onded by the heir apparent, Archduke
| FRANCIS FERDINAND,
i There appears to be little reason for
| the opinion expressed by some of the
German newspapers that a relief in the
| tension of Austro-Russian relations will
| be accomplished at the expense of Ger-
'many. What it is believed will be ac-
| complished, at least what it is hoped
i will be, is an exchange of assurances that
the two Powenrs desire to maintain the
present situation in the Ottoman Empire
and in the Balkans in general, and that
in case of need they will use their influ-
ence to that end. In this event the
two Powers will be in good position to |
restrain any attempt to play with ﬂre|
in that part of Europe.

Massachusetts N. I. A, L.'s, l

The Senate bill 809, incorporating the |
National Institute of Art and Letters,
has been passed by the Senate. The
House reported it with amendments
and ordered it to be printed. We have
not counted the illustrious names cata-

fit contains all or most of the “two
{hundred and fifty ordinary members”
iwhirh is the extreme limit of its size,
| Massachusetts fares well, as might have
been expected. Here is her class of
the N. 1. A L.: -

ADAMS, BROOKS. ADAME, CHARIBRR FRANCIS,
BATES, ARLO, CABLE, G. W, CONNOLLY, JAMES B
| CroTHERS, S. M. FORD, W. C.: GORDON, GEOROR
| AL GRANT, ROBERT. GREENSLET, FERais: Hio-
| arssox. T. W.: HOWR, JULIA WARD; Hows, M. A,
| D Worrr: James, HENeY: JORNSON, OwEN;
iuono:. H. C:. LOWELL, ABBOTT LAWRENCE;
| Monam, J. T, Jr.; PRRRY. BLISS; PERRY, T. 8
| Pizn, A. S REODES, JAMES FORD: ROYCE, JOSIAN;
SANTAYANA, G STIMSON, F. 1. Suwmdvan, T. R;
'WENDELL, BARRETYT, WHITING, CHARLES G.:
 Woopseray, G. E.. Bexsox, F. W.. Pramopny,
| RosERT S.. PRARCE, C. S Porren, E. C. Sax.
| GENT, JOBN S.; TARBELL, E. C; VEDDER, I'; VIN
TON,. F. P DECAMP, | ; GAY, WALTRR: LORPPFLER.
C. M., BIrD, ARTHUR, CHADWICK, G. W .. (‘.owl
YERSE, . S FOOTR, ARTHUR

* Forty-four names, if we have counted
straight; a very distinguished and pro-
portionately large roll. New York has
104, but New York is the natural magnet
for all the talents, and not the least
in literature and the arts. It is to be
noticed, however, that all New York
N. L. A. L.'s seem to be ordinary mem-
bers. Even THEODORE ROOSEVELT is
apparently regarded as an ordinary
member. On the Massachusetts bead
roll, howeyer, is the name of the Hon.
JaMES B. CONNOLLY, who is certainly
an extraordinary member, Has not the
National Hero and Life Saving Institute
been incorporated?

Gasconade.

The Hon. BEAUCHAMP CLARK of Pike
county leaps to his feet; great Glamis,
worthy Cawdor, “Speaker of the next
House,” the next Democratic candidate
for President, named already by the
Missouri School of Poets. He leaps to
his feet to pay worship to the Big Muddy
and the River and Harbor Committee,
which is conppoting it with the United

| 10 those since exported. They aitribute the differ.

ance that the following incident seéems
incredible:

“The bear suddenly rushed out and made for
Count BERCETOLD, who fired at bim but missed.
The animal reached the Ambassador and had a
PAW on his chest when the Count fired again,
inflicving a mortal wound.”

It sonnds much more like Uganda than
Livonia.

e —————————

REFUGE FROM THE OCTOPUS.

Bilessed Condition ef the Conntryman Whe
Has a Smekehouse.

To rex Eviror or Tug Sux—S8ir: While
the investigation of the high prices of food
is going on there is no reason why the rural
population should not enjoy themselves
and cultivate comfortably tight waist bands
on their own immediate resources. We all
have heard of little old Jo Brown's country
place in Georgia. He is now the Governor
of the State, but that changes nothing
nor detracts by s0o much as a smoked
shoulder or a string of sausages from the
treasures of his storehouse. There |s
not the slightest reason in the world why
any farmer or country gentieman, North,
Bouth, East or West, should not follow his
example and bid deflance to cold storage
and the central fountains of supply.

Any man who owns a farm can easily
make himself independent of the outside
world so far as hia table is concerned, and
if all of these throughout the length and
breadth of the land should resolve to do
80 the trusts and other octopuses would
have no fleld of exploitation in the coun ry
parta. With a barnyard full of poultry,
a dairy crammed with richness, great
caches of potatoes, sweet and Irish, and
the woods swarming with rabbits, birds in
season and gophers on the side, the average
countryman can sasily stare the wolf out
of countenance and loosen his waistcoat
with real confidence. ROANOXE.

Wasnixarox, D. (., February 18

Reply to & Bumptiews Young Lawyer.

To vARE Epitor oF THE SUN-Sir: To-
night’s Evening Post contains a letter signed
“A Lawyer,” in which Tax SUx is taken o
task for criticising Mr. Wickersham's Fed-
eral incorporation bill in respect of its clause
making charters “subject to altefation, sus-
pension and repeal.” "A Lawyer”says that
similar provisions exist 4@ State Constitu-
tions. Quite true. But "A Lawyer” should
peruse that neglected document the Federal
Constitution. He will there discover that
only the several States are prohibited from
impalring the obligation of contracts. The
United States Government is under no such
restriction.

Hence Tax 8Ux was right, as usual, and
an amendable Federal charter would be
worthless. Q. E. D.

ANOTHER LAWYER.

NEw York, February 10.

American Rhodes Scholars at Oxford,

TO TRE EDITOR OF THE SUN-—Sir! I gather In
the pourse of a visit to this anclent clty that the
Oxford dons find a certaln delerioration in the
Rhodes scholars from the United States, of a
temporary naliré no doubl, but Interesung,
The cause to which it Is attributed by the same
dous Is a true cause.

They tell me that the Arst baich of Rhodes
scholars from the United States were exceilent
in every way and Intellectually altogether superior

ence to "democracy.” meaning thereby that after
the best educationa! Instututions In the several
States had had thelr turn It was deemed Impera-
dve by the “American idea” that the second raté
insttutions should have their turn. It appears
that the Oxford dons regret this action of the
“American idea,” and fall 10 appreciate the out-
put of our second rate Institutions.

However, everylhing comes 10 him who walts,
and presumably they will In due course tap our
first rate institutions again. TRAVELLER.

OxronD, February 9.

The Hal(-Weekers,
From the London Evening Standard,

A new sect has been formed at Tiflls. The
*half-weekers,” or “pol-nedell,” as they cal
themseives. teach that only three days and a halt
in every week ought to be given 1o work: the
rest should be devoted 10 recreation amd the
recuperation of thé strengih lost In labor. Idie-
ness is a sin, it Is malntained, but so is overmuch
work, and every man ought (o regulate bis Iife
40 that he may have an equal share of sotivity
and of rest. The founder of the movement, the
Prophet Kusmitch lives up to his high ideals, and
although he Is & cObbler And has a wife and chil-
dren 10 support he does not hesitate 10 leave off
work every Thursday afternoon and 10 repose
till Monday.

A Sammary Explanation.

To T FDITOR OF THE SUuN—Str: The prime
eause of the “high prices” now prevalling may be
given In six words: Eseculive and iegisiative
imbecility folly. A philanthropist gave a
dollar for hesthen five more for
I seems 0 be
or - pin of

.
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THE GROLIER WHISTLER. °

Mr. Kenned)y's Catalogue.

Under the auspices of the Grolier Club
of the city of New York there was pub-
lished the other day a monumental collec-
tion of the stched work of Whistler, illus-
trated by reproductions in collotype of
the different states of the plates, compiled,
arranged and described by Edward G.
Kennedy. We hold no brief for repro-
duotions of black and white or color, but
the results in this partioular case far sur-
pass expectation, and any one of the 400
persons lucky enough to possess the three
large portfolios may justly feel happy.
It is as close to Whistler as can be accom-

plished by mechanical means. Mr. Ken-
nedy’s catalogue is treasure trove for
lovers of the Whistler etohings. So vast
an undertaking cost him years of re-
search and travel and had to be backed by
enthusiasm and by his profound erudition
on the subject. The catalogue is preceded
by a brilliant introduction written by
Royal Cortissor, in which he lays em-
phasis on Whistler’'s extraordinary mastery
of line. The slippery, subtle color har-
monies of his portraits, bis nooturnes and
fireworks are apt to deceive the unknow-
ing. His genius was eminently linear,
though it was a line that found little
favor with the devotee of the firm classic
line. The aloo of his temperament
betrayed itmself in his contempt for the sub-
jecty His scheme, as he once said, was
to bring about a certain harmony of color;
but, as Mr. Cortissoz points out, that credo
does not altogether explain the touching
emotional quality in the portrait of his
mother. In his black and white he was
still more personal, though his appeal
may appear to be less universal.

Mr. Kennedy briefly relates the his-
tory of the oollection. He refers to
the first catalogue, prepared by Ralph
Thomas: “A catalogue of the etchings
and dry points of James Abbott MeNeill
Whistler, London, 1874." In this eighty-
five subjects were enumerated. In 1886
A. W. Thibaudean of London published
“Whistler's Ftchings; a Study and a Cata-
logue,” by Frederick Wedmore. It de-
scribes 214 plates, the arrangement fairly
chronological. A second edition was
printed about 15909 with fifty-four addi-
tional subjects. Mr. Kennedy put forth
in 1902, with the imprint of H. Wunder-
lich & Co., a catalogue “compiled by an
amateur, supplementary to that com-
piled by F. Wedmore.” This brought the
number of etchings up to 367. But Whist-
ler bad been a rapid worker, keeping no
record and not even dating his plates,
except in the first years of his career (not
after 1870). Mr. Kennedy, true sportsman
in the field of art that he is, did not feel
satisfied. The Caxton Club printed in
1908 a descriptive catalogue compiled by
Howard Mansfield, and this almost ex-
hausted the list, containing 440 numbers
described. But Mr. Kennedy had years
before, in 1901, made the skeleton of his
plan, and his work tops Mr. Mansfleld's
valuable contribution.

In 1800 Rovinski's masterly catalogue
and facsimiles of the work of Rembrandt
appeared in St. Petersburg and greatly"
stirred Mr. Kennedy. It also confirmed
him in his notion that a catalogue could
be made of the etchings. Filled with
this idea he had many discussions with
the late E. B. Holden, president of the
Grolier Club in 1008, as to the possibilities
of the scheme. If they had foreseen,
he dryly remarks, that the contemplated
catalogue with its plates in various states
reproduced would mount up to over 1,000
then the affair would have been dropped;
but, this number not even guessed at,
Mr. Kennedy visitad Whistler at his studio
in Fitaroy Square in 1901, To the ques-
tion of a catalogue gentle James crisply
replied “Certainly not.” He had a horror
of what he called “commercial cata-
logues® When Rovineki's work, and with
it for the sake of comparison some orig-
inal etchings of Rembrandt, was shown to
him he saw the proposition in another
light. Then, too, the fact that the pro-
jedted catalogue was intended for a club of
375 members, was to be subscribed for
and only a limited edition of 400 copies to
be issued, must have influenced Whistler.
He praised the Rembrandts and the
reproductions. “This is very swell,” he
cried, and consented. He was a wor-
shipper of the wonderful Dutchman,
and beneath Mr. Kennedy's example
—-original -of the “Clement de Jonghe”
head he wrote: “Without flaw! Beautiful
as a Greek marble or a canvas by Tin-
toret. A masterpiece in all its elements,
beyond which there is nothing.” James
among the prophets!

He died in 1903. A year later the scheme
began to take shape. After many jour-
neyings plates were gathered from the
four quarters of the globe. In 1901 Mr.
Kennedy had acquired the famous Mao-
George of Glasgow collection of Whistler
etchings and dry points, and he photo-
graphed them before their ultimate dis-
persal. What is called the photogelatine
process was employed--the facsimile can-
not he retouched--which has its drdw-
backs, to be sure, yet the average
quality of the one thousand odd reproduc-
tions is amazingly good. The etchings
are arranged chronologically, Whistler's
hatred of plates, wide margins and “re-
marque” led him to the opposite extreme;
beginning with the Venetian series he
trimmed his impreesions to the plat® mark.
Sometimes the etched part of a print was
cut into. Every variation of the plates
is reproduced, including the cancelled.
The editorial labor involved must have
been exhaustive.

Mr. Kennedy says that “as a matter of
record it may be noted that few of Whist-
ler's etchings were issued in sets.” This
may surprise those who only think of the
French set, the Venice, &c. The first was
the so-called “Brittany set,” in reality the
French set. This was 1871, though a num-
ber of the plates had been made ten years
previously. In 1880 appeared *Venice,
Whistler; Twelve Etchings.” This was
known as “The First Venice Set." Some
wonderful pieces are in it; it is hardly
necessary nowadays to quote the titles.
In 1888 appeared the set known as “The
Twenty-six Etchings.” The list Mr. Ken-
nedy gives. He also says that the *Naval
Review” platés were not issued distinct-
ively as a set, nor were the Amsterdam
subjects. He adde a long list of names,
the owners of the original plates. It isin
the notes to the catalogue that his work
was cut out for him. Every plate, every
variant, no matter how slight, is noted
with fulness. Any change in inking,
any scratch, so it have significance, is

set before us by the conscientious editor. | en

If on the fifth variation of an etohing en-
titled “Annie” (No. 10 in the Grolier oata-
logue) Whistier wrote “Legs not by me;
the impertinent work of another,” it is
recorded. (This particular impression is
in the Lenox Library.) This is the pro-
cedure of the editor, taking No. 28,

“The Rag Gatherers,” as a specimen:
There are five different states. *Firet,
the pot at lower corner s
there is more

saries of croes lines has been added to the
shadow at lower right, between the waste
basket and the doorway; fifth, two figures
are now in the background, a girl sitting
up in bed, a boy standing near her.

date, '1851," which should be, doubtless,
1857." And so on through the 144 large
Dages.

It is positively fascinating to follow
the meatal processes of the artist as
exemplified in the various states of his
plates. The additions, suppressions,
emenddtions, burnishings and varia-
tions were the outcome not of a capri-
cious temper but of a fastidious devo-
tion to an ideal of beauty. You feel
as if you were assisting at the birth of
a picture as you note the growth from
a nebulous mass in an early state to the
eMorescence of a charming girl or youth
or an old hag in the completed state.
London and the Thames, Paris, Venice,
Amsterdam—and the superb Zaandam
plate also; the nudes, the portraits, all
are in this truly remarkable publication.
What a pity it is not for the world at
large! As it is, the Grolier Club is to be
congratulated. Mr. Kennedy is to be com-
plimented. Such things of beauty are joys
for a lifetime (why drag in eternity?).

STELIA FLINT'S PLEADINGS.

A Question as to the Special Privileges of
the Littie Corporation in Windsor.
To TaE Epitor or THE Svx—Sir: Far
be it from me to defend the Federal corpo-
ration tax law, as on general principles I
regard it aa iniquitous and I believe it to
be unconstitutional: but there is a question
I would like to put apropos of your edi-
torial article “Stella Flint and the United
States Government,” namely:
is there not a material difference between
the Windsor firm with the unlimited per-
sonal llability of its members and its incor-
porated competitor with the liability of its
stockholders limited to the bare extent of
their stock subscriptions? ‘T'he one set of
people risk their all in the venture, the other
not more than they see fit Lo advance in its
support.
Hence is there not a distinction to be
found between the two enterprises that is
truly a diference, and is therefore the hard-
ship of the corporation as great as it is
painted?
Is there not a clear remedy for those com-
posing the corporation in dissolution?
Mind you, I don’'t assert that this group
of people can lawfully be driven to that or
any other remiedy; but I am a member of a
firm myself and [ appreciate my Individual
respongibilities as against those who with-
hold from their business ventures the full
benefit of their personal resources, and |
feel entitied to more liberal consideration
consequently.
If there was more of this personal respon-
sibility and leas of evasion of it among us
the moral tone of our business world would
be higher, and probably the Federal corpo-
ration tax law would never have been en-
acted, for there would have been no excuse
for it. BusiNEss Max.
NEw York, February 16.

Stella Flint would probably reply to
our esteemed correspondent’'s question
that whatever advantages in the way of
limitation of individual liability the little
corporation in Windsor possesses over
the partnership firm that is its neighbor
are already recognized and taxed by the
authority that granted them. *“Business
Man® will find that in one of the plead-
ings in the Vermont case which we did
not print on Weduesday Stella Flint says,
through counsel, to the Federal court:
“The said charter and franchise [of the
Stone Tracy Company] were granted
and obtained for a large and valuable
consideration paid by the incorporators
to the State of Vermont at the date of
the incorporation of the defendant cor-
poration, and that the said charter and
franchise have since then been continned
in force by the State of Yermont in con-
dideration of annual payments, called
franchise taxes, paid by the defendant
corporation to the State of Vermont.”

Medical Expert Testimony.

To THE EpD1TOR oF THE BUN—Sir: There
was printed in Tur S8vx of February 17 an
extract from the Boaton Medical and Surgi-
cal Journal expressing the views of Judge
William Schofleld of the Massachusetts Su-
perior Court upon the subject of medical
expert testimony.

I am not willing to accept any view of this
subject which concludes that:

Unul public opinion or legislauve opinion shall
be so changed as o make it possible to prohibit
the selection of medical expert witnesses by . the
parties, there Is no practical advantage in enact-
ing statutes which provide for the appointment
of experts by the court. The parties will go on
selecting their own experts, and medical expert
testimony will go on as It was before. If author-
ity should be given to the court, as is given In the
Michigan statute of 1005 and In proposed statutes

in other States, to appoint experis on Its own
motion and to call them as witnesses subject to
cross-examination, the result will be merely to
add a third class of experts 10 those selected by
the partes and to increase the number and possi-
bly also the variety of medical expert opinions.
The fact that the official board or list of medical
experts cannot be made exclusive Is a strong
practical reason against adopting the system of
officlal medical expert witnesses In the Unfited
States.
I am of the opinion that the selection
by parties in litigation of their own medical
experts will be very much less practised
when the court appoints the expert than
under former conditions. It is now very
generally accepted by both the profes-
tlons of medicine and law that the medical
expert witness testifying for one side and
for a fee becomes not only a witness but
an advocate, and his testimony is practi-
cally discredited by the jury before it is
given. .
On the other hand I believe that selection
of a medical expert by the courts places
him before the jury as a person entirely
disinteresied and therefore better quali-
fled to give testimony which will be accepted
as of real value. Moreover, parties in lit}-
gation and their attorneys will not be willing
to incur the heavy expense of a pald medical
expert when, as in my opinion will be the
case, the jury will credit the one and dis-
credit the other.
The present status of medical expert
testimony is discreditable to both pro-
fessions, and not only medical societies
but the bar should aid in reform by bring-
ing forward the moral issue involved and
impressing it upon members of these two
professions as well as the public.

JouN A. Wrers, M. D,
New Yorx, February 17,

Automebiies In Madrid,
# From Daiy Consular and Trade Reports.

In the Spanish capltal, with a population equal
to that of St. Louls or Boston, with the diplo-
mate corps, the Government oMclals, the large
sumbers of people who have made fortunes In
the Americas and nearly all the nobility, there
are only 725 licensed automoblles and po auto-
mablle trucks. The reasons assigned for thie
relatively smaill use of automoblles are as fol-
lows: The cost of gasolene, 48 conts a gallon,
which hinders ail but the rich from the use of

Under
‘Whistler,” at right, there is an indistinct

Feb.
when & majority of the Republican leg.

CoLu MBUS, 19— Last Saturday,
ers of Ohio gathered at Dayton
sponse toan emergency call they |
that the President of the United
had taken their business off their hand,,
A more amazed set of statesmen thap the
Republican leaders of Ohio it woylq be
impossible to fancy anywhere.

The Dayton surprise has not in the least
worn off. To-day a considerable number
of the politicians have gone to Washing.
ton to learn at a White House dinner “w,,
is who in Ohio,” and what is more impor.
tant, “why.” The politicians left in Colyy.
bus are more curious about than interesteq
in the answer to the riddle. For them, g4
they intimate with some frankness, the
affair has something of the character of X
coroner’'s verdiot, the cause of decesse
rather than the actual decease remaining
in doubt.

For it the local Republicans, in fact the
local observers without regard to party
alignment, are to he believed, a foolish
thing has been done Badly. For the Presi.
dent to interfere at all was in their judg.
ment unwise. For him to pitchfork the
Hon. Wade Ellis into the situation withoyg
warning wae to make a ke not easily
remedied. The Hon. George B. Cox of
Cincinnati indicated the feelings of the
mere politician. No one informed him ip
advance that the change was on foot.
Accordingly the Dayton conference saw ng
repreaentative of his present.

One of the first little tasks of the Hon,
Wade Ellis will be to decide whether to
“placate” Cox or defy him. If he “placates®
him, then all Ohio will rise on the boss
issue, perhaps. If he defles him, takesg
the risky course of righteousness, then
Cox may give Judson Harmon the votes
that elected him before. Not less angry,
men say, is the Hon. J. B. Foraker, who
still has a following. The satisfied politi.
cian at the present moment is not to be
found, yet it was to compose the political
differences, as well as reorganize the party
with a view to giving it some respectabil-
ity now lacking, that Mr. Ellis was sent
upen his mission.

Fundamentally the situation turns upon
the power of the Taft personality in Ohio,
It seems to have been thought at Wash-
ington that once Mr. Taft gave his entire
influence to the cause quarrels would
end, jealousies would cease, personal and
public grievances would be composed.
The magic of his name and his person-
ality would restore the Ohio Republicans
to party solidarity and cohesion. Yet
somehow the thing has not worked. A
great spontaneous outburst of loyalty
bas not occurred. The Republican lead-
ers gave three cheers and went home. As
for the people, on the surface there is no
evidence of any more genuine response
on their part.

Before President Taft entered the situa.
tion there was a very general belief thut
on the issues of local State government
the Republican party had esarned and
would get in November a beat-
ing. A discussion of these local fssues
may he reserved for another letter, but
the substance of them may be indicated
by saying that scandals not wholly unlike

n re

4 those now attracting attention at Albany

have been uncovered. Governor Harmon
has unquestionably grown stronger each
day of his administration, and the contrast
between his service and that of his party
opponents has been so obvious as to re-
quire no argument.

If Mr. Taft had been a citizsen of New
York and had come into that State and
told the people that next fall they must
vote not upon the Allds revelations, not
upon the Republican record at Albany,
not upon the general issues that Repub-
lican rule in New York has made, but upon
the tariff, the general enthusiasm for him
and for his proposition would probably
have exactly duplicated that in Ohio to-

obliging Mr. Taft; their eyes are still fixed

ment will go it is not easy to forecast.

result such as the Folger episode proe
duced in New York has

been
Thar s o el et e i
approve this midwinter

out of its proper setting. To insist, as his
action makes him insist, that Democratie
victory next fall will mean a defeat for
his Administration, when the Demooratio
victory is an almost inevitable conse-
quence of local conditions, this seems in

is not the local opinion.

There is nothing of the Kansas hostility
in the Ohio attitude toward Taft. 8o far
from denouncing him, men conoeal their
opinion. Yet enough evidence
is discernible to show why the fact
that he has entered the local fight has
not decided it or changed its probable
course. It also explains why observers
here believe that he has rather shifted to
his Administration a defeat actually sarned
by local conditions than prevented a local
sacri-

Unclean Streets.

To THE EDITOR OF TRR SUN—Sir; Why are our
side streets from Twenty-Afth street to Fifty-
ninth street. east and west from Broadway and
Fifth avenue, allowed to remain in so deplorable
and nausestitg & condition? I cannot recall any
winter during the last (weaty-five years when
snow, slush and fith were allowed 10 remalin and
accumulate five days after a light snowstorm.
Our present Commissioner may be a howling
success viewed from the Clty Hall and ts imme
diate neighborhood, but n any of the side streets’
heretofore mentioned It Is absolutely impossibie
to cross without going 1o the street corner of
Broadway or Fifth avenue unless you wallow
through a mass of Aith, Even the crossings are
nearly as bad.

In order that you may cross the above streets
when they intersect the avenue, would it not b*
advisable 1o clear the snow at least Ofteen feet
from each side of the crossing. thereby enabling
you to peregrinate without the ald of a plank er
boat? R. W, Camtun.
Nuw Yonx, February 11,

A, Disraell Story,

From the London Globe.
Mr. Alfred Ranger, an old election agent who
has Just retired, gives us & story of Disraell in
bis Aylesbury days. He was
balcony of the George Hotel to
the market square, when
“Speak up, Dizzyt”




